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October 2, 2012 

The Honorable Mary Beth Sims 
City of Smyer 
P.O. Box 203 
Smyer, TX 79367-0203 

Re: SFY 2012 Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
Green Project Eligibility 

Dear The Honorable Sims: 

The Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) received Green Project Information 
Worksheets from the City of Smyer (City) for project #9593 in response to an invitation letter 
dated August 22, 2012.  The letter states that should funding be available, the City is eligible for 
loan forgiveness in an amount up to 15% of the green component cost (also referred to as the 
Green Project Reserve) if it can demonstrate that the project has green costs greater than or 
equal to 30% of the total project cost.  After reviewing the worksheets, TWDB staff determined 
the City meets the 30% green cost threshold based on the following: 

• The City’s Green Project Information Worksheets dated November 22, 2011 requested 
that $200,000 of the City’s total project cost of $365,375 be considered eligible for the 
DWSRF Green Project Reserve (GPR).  The general element(s) described includes the 
replacement of approximately 5,400 linear feet of water line to address water and 
pressure loss and the installation of NEMA Premium Efficiency Motors with pumps at 
the City’s pump station. 

• The Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA's) Green Project Reserve Guidance for 
Determining Project Eligibility (TWDB-0161) lists distribution pipe replacement or 
rehabilitation to reduce water loss and prevent water main breaks as business 
case eligible for the GPR (Part B, 2.5-2), Water Efficiency. 

• The EPA's Green Project Reserve Guidance for Determining Project Eligibility 
(TWDB-0161) lists the installation of NEMA Premium Efficiency Motors as 
categorically eligible for the GPR (Part B, 3.2-3), Water Efficiency. 

• Information presented on the Green Project Information Worksheets and attachments 
previously submitted with the Project Information Form provided sufficient information 
to confirm the eligibility of the proposed improvements for the GPR in accordance with 
TWDB-0161 Part B, 2.5-2 and 3.2-3. 
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• Therefore, at this time the TWDB considers project costs associated with the Water 
Adsorption Treatment System the amount of $231,781 to be eligible for the DWSRF 
GPR. This includes estimated construction and applicable soft costs for the items.  

• Please note that the City's application for financial assistance must be consistent with the 
project scope presented on the Green Project Information Worksheets.  Inclusion of the 
green elements within the project will be verified prior to Board commitment. If the 
project scope or budget related to the approved green components changes during 
application review, the City should update and resubmit the Green Project Information 
Worksheets as necessary. 

 
For SFY 2013, the TWDB has a goal to allocate 10% of the capitalization grant toward 

green component costs.  Therefore, the TWDB gives first preference for invitations to entities 
that have a documented percentage of green component cost of at least 30% of the total project 
cost.  The City has demonstrated that it meets/exceeds the 30% green cost threshold.  Please 
continue working with the TWDB on your financial assistance application. 

If you have any questions regarding green project eligibility, please feel free to contact 
James Bronikowski, Project Engineer, by phone at 512-475-0145 or by email at 
james.bronikowski@twdb.texas.gov. 

The TWDB appreciates the City of Smyer interest in the DWSRF. 

Sincerely, 

 
Stacy L. Barna 
Director of Program Development 
Program and Policy Development 

 
SB:rf  

Attachments: 1. Green Project Information Worksheets, Approved 
 2. Green Project Cost Summary 
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